Partners

The LIFE Going up a level project for the Drents-Friese Wold National Park and Leggelderveld
is a joint project of the provinces of Drenthe and Fryslan, the Drents Overijsselse Delta

(water authority), Wetterskip Fryslan (Frisian water authority), Staatshosbeheer (Forestry
Commission), Natuurmonumenten (Nature Conservation Foundation), Het Drentse Landschap
(The Landscape of Drenthe Foundation), Maatschappij van Weldadigheid (Society of
Humanitarianism), Recreatieschap Drenthe (Drenthe Recreation Society municipal joint
venture) and the municipalities of Westerveld and Ooststellingwerf.

This project has been realised with a financial contribution from the EU LIFE+ financial
instrument for the conservation of Natura 2000 sites..
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This leaflet is a publication of the Oude Willem Steering Project management and office
Committee. No rights may be derived from the contents of this Prolander: PO Box 50040, 9400 LA Assen, the
leaflet. Netherlands

Alex Schuiling, secretary of the Oude Willem
Steering Committee, a.schuiling@prolander.nl
Anne Boonstra, LIFE DFW & LV project manager:
(0592) 36 50 37, a.boonstra@prolander.nl

Editor: Henk van den Brink

Graphic design: Graphics services of the province of Drenthe

Photography: Hans Dekker

Cartography: GIS/Cartography of the province of Drenthe
More information?
Visit http://www.np-drentsfriesewold.nl/
documents/life-n2000.xml?lang=en for
background information and the latest news.
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Five subregions

Buitencentrum
Uitkijktoren Bosherg
Uitkijktoren Aekingerzand
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Leggelderveld

The Leggelderveld is a surprising heathland with high/low and
wet/dry areas. It boasts special plants such as the common
cottongrass, bog asphodel, bog gentian and heather orchid.
Through a combination of measures such as peat cutting,
filling in ditches and transforming the forest, these and other
species will be provided with an even better habitat. The
fertilised top soil of former agricultural lands will be removed.
This will result in a nutrient poor soil that will enable the
heather to be restored to the region. Herds of grazers will
help maintain the heath’s condition.

Oude Willem

In the heart of the Drents-Friese Wold National Park agricultural
lands are transformed into a natural brook landscape. The “Oude
Willem” will again serve as a headwater area of the stream the
Vledder Aa. Most of the ditches and trenches will disappear,
enabling the groundwater level to rise. A new rift will gradually
dissipate the water to the Vledder Aa. This rift will follow the
natural hollows in the terrain as much as possible. The fens in the
surrounding forest will also benefit from the higher groundwater
level. Forest edges will form a natural transition with shrubs and
herbs. This will result in a varied, half-open natural landscape in
the middle of the Wold where you can wander for hours. Herds
of grazing cows will aid the development of the new natural
habitat. Mowing the area will continue for now in order to
accelerate this development.

; 'Iurgvlled

Fll Wapserveld/De Nul

Diever |

Boschoord

The Boschoord estate works with the “Maatschappij van
Weldadigheid” (Society of Humanitarianism) on a new perspec-
tive for bog heath and peat bogs. This is established through

the cutting of production forest, making ditches less shallow

and rewetting fens. In the future, the renewed heathlands will
better fit in with the adjacent Doldersummerveld and expand the
habitat of special flora and fauna.
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Doldersummerveld

Heather will be given further room in one of the most valuable
wetlands in the Netherlands. Water in and surrounding the
region will be retained in the region longer by filling in ditches
or making them more shallow. Former agricultural lands will be
peat cut to ensure moist heaths and grassland with heather on
poor soil can develop. Just like in the old days, grazing sheep
and cows will help manage the region. The sheepfold at the
Huenderweg is and will remain the starting point for discovering
this vast heather reserve.
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Wapserveld en De Nul

Near Wapserveld and De Nul six fens will be restored. In
Wapserveld, ditches will be filled in and trees will be cut along
the heath edges to create gradual transitions between forest and
heathland. These transitions will improve the habitat of many
plants, birds, amphibians and reptiles.




